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1221538,/ Course information

O IFEERNIFIR
#1842,/ Course title Environmental Problems and Development:--/Environmental Problems and Development of Policies
of Japan
B E /Instructor MIYATA Haruo
MRS /Eligible grade 1,2,3,4,5,6 Bii8& S /Registration Code 180G3915
SBEE /Classroom RE B:8FHA.Semester éOlSEF;/Academm Year 5 /INTENSIV
iR - B¥PR/ Class period {/Others Hifii¥1/Credits 2
1REAHE / Type of class EE #MBERX% /Category B ARZEMHCRE BhEE
&% Minor FEES /Capacity 20
75 : R ARZEE R
¥/ Academic Field B k¥ /Academic Standard 03 : £F¥F4FT AT - KFERIKE
35 BaF
WEA N Manual
o EMIEIFIR
E3#H.Date of renewal 2018/01/06
WRFERE For students from all departments. A priority is given to those students of the UMAP special summ
/Eligible Faculty er program.
No conditions. Those who have basic knowledge of policy science as a subject of political science m
ay get more in the class discussions.
IERIBES However, in case the number of the students applying for this class exceeds the capacity of the clas
/'Designated Students sroom or the bus for the field trip, priorities will be given in the following order: 1) participants in t
he UMAP Summer Program of which this class forms a half, 2) other exchange students, and 3) re
gular students of Niigata University.
The class reviews the historical changes in the environmental issues, especially pollution, and the a
ssociated development of environmental policies of Japan. Students are expected to learn how envi
ronmental policies have evolved in the industrial development, citizens' awareness, politics, and int
ernational relations.
In this class, the environmental problems are focused on pollution. Destruction or deterioration of n
atural resources is not intensively discussed to make the development of the policies clearer.
The review is done mainly through the OECD's reviews of the Japanese environmental policies don
HNEORE e four times, especially the first review in 1976-77, and a few of the annual State of the Environme
/ Course Outline nt reports published by the Japanese Government. Many other shorter but important documents ar
e also used. To help students understand the reality, some documents on specific critical environme
ntal problems will also be referred to.
After lectures in the class room, a one-day excursion is organized to learn the experience of Niigata
Minamata Disease which was caused by discharge of organic mercury from a chemical plant into a
river. It is one of the most tragic pollution incidents in Japan causing many deaths and irreparable
serious damages to nerve and brain systems, economic difficulties, and human and social problems
and still far from complete solution although it is 50 years since the Disease was identified in Niigat
ain 1965.
This class helps students understand how policies may evolve in the industrial development (includi
ES1= 1Y a1 AN ng changes in the structure of industries caused by changes in international competitiveness of diff
/' Course Objectives erent industries, crisis in import, etc.), citizens' awareness, politics, and international relations by re
view of the history of the environmental issues and policies of Japan.
SBOIEEE Students are expected to understand how policies may evolve in the industrial development, citizen

s' awareness, politics, and international relations. It is also expected that they further consider wha

/Specific Learning Objectives t action they may take to change policies.

BHROIZHDEHAGER) This class is given in the English language, using English textbooks and reference materials. Theref
/ Prerequisites ore capacities to listen to, speak, read and write English are essential.

(1) Because this class is based on the Development of Environmental Policies of Japan class (Spring
Semester, Wednesday, 5th period), students are not allowed to take both classes.
FBAE - FELEOER (2) Reading documents in advance is a matter of course.
/'Study Advice (3) Students who do not take this class are also welcome to the excursion planned for the last day,
within the limit of the capacity of the bus.
(4) Please do not hesitate to contact the professor if you have any question.

(1) Submission of a final paper (term paper) is required. The paper is a substitute for an exam. Th
erefore students do not have to do new research for it but should summarize the history of the env
ironmental problems and policies discussed in the class and express her/his view on the lessons lea
rned. A qualified paper will be given up to 75% of the total score on the basis of the following:

i) Understanding of the issue(s) (approximately 70 %);
MEFH DS E L BHE ii) Originality (approximately 20 %);
/' Grading Criteria iii) Efforts made in preparation for the paper (approximately 10 %).

(2) 25 % is given according to the positive attitudes in the class (raising questions, making comme
nts, etc.)

(3) However, the evaluation method and criteria may be adjusted to the number of students taking
this class or other circumstances.

— Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 1977: "Environmental Policies i
EARAFFA
_/Textbooks n Japan", 94 pp. (Because this report is not easily obtainable any more, a copy will be provided to e
ach student. This is the most fundamental text book for environmental policy research of Japan.)

Detailed contents and additional information

BEY >0 White Paper on the Environment, Ministry of the Environment, Japan
/URL of syllabus or other infor National Institute for Minamata Disease, Minamata Disease Archives
mation Minamata Disease Museum in Kumamoto by Soshisha

Primary referneces

1. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 2010: "Environmental Perfor
mance Reviews: Japan". (A pdf copy may be read in the OECD web site.)

2. Jeffrey Broadbent, 1999: "Environmental Politics in Japan: Networks of Power and Protest", 438
NN Cambridae | Iniver<itv Prece (One conv i< availahle in the Iniver<itv | ibarv)
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mance Reviews: Japan". (A pdf copy may be read in the OECD web site.)

2. Jeffrey Broadbent, 1999: "Environmental Politics in Japan: Networks of Power and Protest", 438
pp., Cambridge University Press (One copy is available in the University Libary.)

3. Founation Minamata Disease Centre Soshisha (BAEiE KRR/ > 5 —48EB4t), 1993: "Illustrated
Minamata Disease (fa CR3/KEMH)", 168 pp., tHi#ZEE or Revised Edition 225Thk(2004), 176 pp. (O
btainable also from the Minamata Disease Centre, JY2,160. Well prepared book on Minamata Disea
se with many illustraions and copies of documents for easy and concrete understanding of the prob
lem.)

4. Government of Japan, n.d. "Quality of the Environment in Japan 2002", Environment Agency (On

/I:iziﬁies e copy available in the University Library)
5. --, n.d. "Quality of the Environment in Japan 1982", 410 pp., Environment Agency (out of print)
6. KINMENE MRIBIREDH/INF> X —KENSEEAN—] 230 pp. B4, 2012 (in Japanese only) (Tos
hio Nagamatsu: Governance of Environmental Sufferings - from Minamata to Fukushima, Seibunsh
a, Jy 2,808
Other recommendations
1. Committee on Japan's Experience in the Battle against Air Pollution, n.d. (1997?): Japan's Experi
ence in the Battle against Air Pollution: Working towards Sustainable Development, 151 pp., Polluti
on-Related Health Damage Compensation and Prevention Association (out of print)
2. World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987 "Our Common Future", 400 pp., Oxf
ord University Press (One copy available in the University Library)
/:‘I:(;y?v;rlc]s environmental problems, environmental policy, Japan, Minamata Disease
An orientation session for the Special Summer Program is scheduled in late afternoon on Monday, 2
0 August. However, this may be adjusted to the arrivals of the students.
Subject to the capacities of the bus etc., those students who are not taking this class may be allow
ed to participate in the field trip which takes place on Friday, 24 August. Please consult the profess
or in advance if you do not take the class but want to join the trip.
Web site of the Summer Course at Niigata University: Lessons from Contemporary Japan, of which
e this class forms the first half:
/'Remarks http://www.isc.niigata-u.ac.jp/~miyatah/home_page_usco-c/
The Summer Course is arranged for students from UMAP (University Mobility in Asia and the Pacific
) Member universities. Admission to the Summer Course from the UMAP Member universities is no
t automatic. Only those who demonstrate clear motivations and targets to be achieved are admitte
d. Applications must be submitted through the applicants' universities, not directly to Niigata Unive
rsity. However, advance inquiries to Niigata University are welcome.
Because of the professor's retirement, it is very likely that this class will not be given after 2018.
® IREETHFHHIER
s HEFE e
/ Content /' Preparing learning /'Notes

This class is the first half of the two-week UMAP Special S
ummer Program by Niigata University.

Tuesday, 21 - Friday, 24 August 2018

1. An outline of the history of the environmental problem
s and development of environmental policies of Japan

. The period until the Second World War

. The period until 1969
. The period until the 1973 Oil Shock
. The period until 1979
. The period until 1986
. The period since 1987

NOuh~hWN

An outline of the daily schedule:

Tuesday, 21st to Thursday 23rd August, 9:00-16:40: The

above lectures.

For Friday's excursio
n, please be prepar

ed to hot weather b
y bringing water. B

ut we do not walk lo
ng.

Please show respect
to the Witness, a vo
lunteer patient to ta
Ik about his/her exp
eriences in Minamat

Please try to read at least introduction to each docume
nt.

Friday, 24th: (1) Listening to a Witness (Kataribe) of the

Niigata Minamata Desease and learning from the exhibits
at the Niigata Learning Center for Humans and the Enviro
nment (afternoon), after (2) visit to the former chemical

plant which discharged organic mercury to cause the Min
amata Disease (morning). A University bus (24 or 45 sea
ts) will be arranged for these visits (free of charge).

The dates may be changed in relation to the other class u
nder the same program.

a Disease, in the Mi
namata Disease Mu
seum in the afterno
on on Friday.
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