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For undergraduate students from all departments. (3rd-4th year students in principle)

(1) Only for those students having keen interest in the environmental problems in developing count
ries and international relations, especially cooperation between developed countries and developing
countries, for their solution.

(2) Primarily for 3rd- and 4th-year students. But others who have very keen interest or those who
cannot take this class later may be accepted. Please consult the professor.

(3) The class is given in English. Capacities to listen to, speak, read and write English are prerequisi
tes.

(4) Exchange students are welcome.

The bases of the North-South relations are discussed first, i.e. what is developing country, myths of
the environmental problems of developing countries, and complex interdependence. Then specific i
ssues of the environment and development in the North-South relations, i.e. sustainable developm
ent, global environmental problems, "environmental" problems, official development assistance, ne
gative impacts of development assistance and investments from developed countries, and bilateral
agreements.

Part I Bases of the North-South Relations over the issue of the environment and development
Chapter 1. The characteristics of developing countries in the particular context of the environment
and development

Chapter 2. Myths of environmental problems of developing countries

Chapter 3. Complex interdependence

Part II Specific issues

Chapter 4. “Sustainable development”

Chapter 5. “Global environmental problems”

Chapter 6. The North and the South in global environmental treaties

Chapter 7. Official Development Assistance for the environment

Chapter 8. Environmental impacts of development assistance and foreign investments from develo
ped countries

Chapter 9. Bilateral cooperation other than development assistance

Chapter 10. Wrap up

Complex interdependence (as Robert O. Keohane and Joseph S. Nye called) has deepened since th
e end of the Cold War. This complex interdependence has significantly changed the international dis
cussions of the environment. This class provides students with opportunities to discuss how the glo
bal human community should act for the international cooperation (rather than confrontation or co
mpetition) for the environment in this complex interdependence with the two axes of (a) the enviro
nment and development and (b) developed and developing countries.

The class will give a particular focus on the following:

(1) The conservation of the environment is inseparable from development. (Protection of the en
vironment is a part of the real meaning of development whose end is the quality of life. Also, both
are concerns for "our common future".)

(2) The discussions of the environment at the global level since the late 1980s are quite political.

(3) Various actors participate in the discussions of the environment in the complex interdepende
nce. There are also many forums for the discussions. These require understanding of the roles of v
arious actors and forums in the global cooperation for the environment.
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To keep the discussions rational, realistic and responsive to the real world, due consideration should
be given to the differences between regions and countries.

This is a more advanced general education class to help students (a) understand their specialized r
esearch subjects in their departments in a broader perspective, and (b) bridge their undergraduate
research to a graduate-level research or professional engagements in the real world.

Students are expected to understand the international cooperation for the environment with the tw
o axes of (a) the environment and development and (b) developed and developing countries. This
understanding is realized in a broad perspective of "development" concept, "sustainable developme
nt" in the North-South context, contemporary global environmental treaties, official development a
ssistance, and the issue of environmental and social impacts of development assistance and foreign
direct investments.

1. This is a class for such students who have keen interest or some experience in the environmenta
| issues in developing countries or in cooperation between developed countries and developing coun
tries.

2. The class is given in English. Capacities to listen to, speak, read and write English are essential.
Capacity to read some short Japanese documents is preferable but is not a precondition.

3. Please feel free to contact the professor if you have any question.

1. Advance reading of basic documents is a matter of course.
2. Positive contributions to class discussions by raising questions, making proposals, etc. are also i
mportant.

1. Students are requested to submit a term paper which summarizes the points of each chapter. I
tis a kind of exam rather than an additional assignment for the class. Therefore understanding of
the discussions of the class should be the main presentation.

The term papers or presentations are evaluated on the basis of the following:

i) Understanding of issues (60 %);

ii) Originality (20 %); and

iii) Efforts made for the preparation of the paper or presentation (20 %)

2. Contribution to the class discussions will also be evaluated.

3. The balance for the above two will be 75:25. However, under unexpected circumstances, this ma
y be changed.

No single textbook is used. However, students are required to read basic reference materials as wel
| as many resolutions or decisions of UN agencies in advance.

Detailed contents of the class and additional information

Because the University's server cannot list all in this web information due to its limited capacity, ple
ase refer to the web site of the Professor at:
http://www.isc.niigata-u.ac.jp/~miyatah/nu/2018/nu2018top.htm

environment, development, North-South relations, complex interdependence, IRIE. ¥, RE. &
1tEaR. BENBEMRE

The discussions are based on North-South relations as an international political science, not on tech
nological or natural science disciplines.

The name of this class has been changed from "Applied Research of International Relations: North-
South Relations for the Environment and Development (up to 2014) due to the limits of the capacit
y of the computer system of the University.

This class will not be given after 2018 because of the retirement of the professor.
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Part I Bases of the North-South Relations over the issue
of the environment and development

Chapter 1. The characteristics of developing countries in t
he particular context of the environment and developmen
t
1. Definitions of "developing countries"

2. Social and political constraints of developing countries

Chapter 2. Myths of environmental problems of developi
ng countries

1. An outline of the environmental problems in various re
gions and countries

2. Myths of environmental problems of developing countri
es

Example 1: Asahi Shimbun, 12 March 2015 “Disappearin
g forests — In Madagascar 80 % has disappeared due to
use of fuel wood and shifting cultivation”

Example 2: Desertification

3. Global environmental problems

Chapter 3. Complex interdependence

Please read the outline of each chapter in advance.

2018/04/10 14:18



3/3

Part II Specific issues

Chapter 4. “Sustainable development”: The origins and d
evelopment of the concept since the 1960s

1. Sustainable Development

2. Related concepts

3. Ecological Footprint - current situation of sustainable d
evelopment

Chapter 5. “Global environmental problems”

Chapter 6. The North and the South in global environme
ntal treaties

First generation treaties

Second generation treaties

Chapter 7. Official Development Assistance for the enviro
nment

1. Definition of ODA

2. Emergence of the ODA for the environment

3. Issue of the definition of the ODA for the environment

Chapter 8. Environmental impacts of development assist
ance and foreign investments from developed countries
Criticism

Response by aid agencies and business

Survey by the Japanese Government

Recent issues

Chapter 9. Bilateral cooperation other than development
assistance

Chapter 10. Wrap up
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