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Introductory remarks
Miyata Haruo
Niigata University

1. Is Africa really poor?

We hear many news reports of African difficulties such as refugees. However, Prof. Katsumata
of Meiji Gakuin University who is a specialist in African development titled his book “Is Africa
Really Poor?” He says this is what he had long wanted to write.

Actually when we visit a small village far from urban areas on a dusty road, we find the
inhabitants quite happy there. They often welcome us visitors from a far country with ceremonies,
dances, teas, etc. They even give chicken to take home. In such communities, people maintain
traditional collaboration. Also, the disparity between the rich and the poor is small.

From such people, we learn a lot. We may even mention that Prof. Nakamura of Ryukoku
University titled his book “Wealthy Asia; Poor Japan”.

2. But statistics indicate the potential difficulties facing people’s life there

An example is the Human Development Index which is calculated in combination of the life
expectancy, literacy, school enrolment and per capita GDP of each country and annually published
by the UNDP (United Nations Development Programme). According to the 2004 report, 32 of the
36 countries with the smallest Human Development Indices are African countries. As such,
figures show the potential difficulties in the African people’s life.

Rank Country HDI Rank Country HDI

1 Norway 0.956 159 Rwanda 0.431

9 Japan 0.938 160 Guinea 0.425
142 Pakistan 0.497 161 Benin 0.421
143 Togo 0.495 162 Tanzania 0.407
144 Congo 0.494 163 Cote d’Ivoire 0.399
145 Lesotho 0.493 164 Zambia 0.389
146 TUganda 0.493 165 Malawi 0.388
147 Zimbabwe 0.491 166 Angola 0.381
148 Kenya 0.488 167 Chad 0.379
149 Yemen 0.482 168 Congo, Dem. Rep. of 0.365
150 Madagascar 0.469 169 Central African Rep. 0.361
151 Nigeria 0.466 170 Ethiopia 0.359
152 Mauritania 0.465 171 Mozambique 0.354
153 Haiti 0.463 172 Guinea-Bissau 0.350
154 Djibouti 0.452 173 Burundi 0.339
155 Gambia 0.452 174 Mali 0.326
156 Eritrea 0.439 175 Burkina Faso 0.302
157 Senegal 0.437 176 Niger 0.292
158 Timor-Leste 0.436 177 Sierra Leone 0.273

3. What can citizens do?

In the current world where friendly relationships are maintained among many countries and
persons, goods, money and information are flowing in large amounts across national borders,
international cooperation is not the task of diplomats only. Actually domestic governmental
agencies, enterprises, individual persons, non-governmental organizations, local governments and
many other entities are engaged in international cooperation. As such, citizens can play more and
more important roles in international

COOperation. ” Change in the percentage of the amount for Africa in Japan's bilateral ODA
When the Government has increased 14 26

the ODA for Africa, we may ask what we b 11.4 14 114

citizens can do in cooperation with A, 99 101 =

Africa. " 87 88
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